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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF 
CWMBRAN 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  Ending  3 Is/  December,  1964. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  your  district 
to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1964.  It  is  compiled  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  includes  the  Report 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

The  Public  Health  Committee  has  been  composed  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  as  were  most  other  committees.  During  the 
year  the  number  of  members  on  each  committee  of  the  Council  was 
reduced  so  that  the  Public  Health  Committee  had  ten  members. 
Its  Chairman  was  Councillor  O.  J.  Pruden. 

Members: 

Councillor  Mrs.  B.  M.  Williams  Councillor  J.  O.  Price 
„ C.  J.  Jackson  „ W.  G.  Thomas 

„ O.  James  „ B.  R.  Tunley 

„ T.  Lane  „ W.  J.  Waters 

D.  G.  Price 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


The  staff  consisted  of : — 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Hywel  G.  Jenkins,  who 
is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Caerleon  Urban 
District  Council  and  Medical  Officer  for  the  No.  8 Health 
Area  of  the  County  Council. 

(b)  The  Public  Health  Inspector — Mr.  D.  G.  Vallis,  a.r.s.h., 

M.A.P.H.I. 

(c)  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector— Mr.  K.  H.  D. 
Wilkins,  a.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(d)  Pupil/Clerk — Miss  J.  Edwards. 

(e)  Typist  Clerk  (part  time)  Mrs.  B.  James  (resigned  24th 
April,  1964). 

Typist  Clerk  (part  time)  Mrs.  T.  V.  Tuck  (commenced 
20th  April,  1964). 

(f)  The  Rodent  Operator — Mr.  V.  Pennells. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  urban  district  forms  the  major  part  of  the  new  town  of 
Cwmbran.  Most  of  the  working  population  is  employed  locally,  or 
at  the  British  Nylon  Spinners  factory,  Pontypool,  and  the  Spencer 
Steelworks,  Llanwern.  Because  of  the  housing  development  by  the 
Development  Corporation  and  by  the  local  Council,  the  population 
has  more  than  doubled  in  a decade.  It  has  a younger  age  structure 
than  the  national  average  and  a high  birth  rate. 

In  any  new  development  more  is  needed  than  simply  houses, 
yet,  although  schools  have  been  built,  until  this  year  little  was  done 
to  encourage  positive  community  development.  The  Development 
Corporation  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  appointment  of  a Social 
Development  Officer  who  may  be  able  to  help  to  provide  the  social 
facilities  needed  by  this  population.  Before  the  end  of  the  year, 
apart  from  a general  survey  into  social  development,  he  was  assisting 
in  the  development  of  mother  and  baby  clubs  and  had  pointed  out 
that  more  smaller  play  areas  were  needed  for  children  nearer  their 
homes.  This  of  course  is  possible  in  Fairwater  where  there  will  be 
separation  of  pedestrian  and  vehicular  access.  In  Fairwater  a com- 
munity centre  was  being  planned  before  the  end  of  the  year  by  the 
Development  Corporation  and  plans  for  a social  centre  for  the 
Catholic  Church  were  well  advanced,  as  were  the  plans  for  a new 
Methodist  Church. 
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Although  a new  infant  and  junior  mixed  school  at  Fairwater 
was  reaching  its  final  stages,  little  progress  had  been  made  in  the 
County  Health  Committee’s  policy  to  build  an  infant  welfare  clinic 
so  that,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  even  though  few  people  had  moved 
into  Fairwater,  queries  were  being  received  about  the  future  of 
infant  welfare.  Such  a clinic  is  invaluable  for  young  mothers  who 
have  entered  a new  district  and  have  no  firm,  older  friends  on  whom 
they  can  rely  for  advice  over  the  problems  which  will  arise  with 
their  new  babies.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  infant  welfare  clinic 
is  built  a health  visitor  will  be  in  residence  for  a specific  time  each 
day  and  be  able  to  give  advice  to  young  families. 

With  the  help  of  the  Development  Corporation  a Citizen’s 
Advice  Bureau  was  opened  in  Llywelyn  Road  and  from  the  number 
of  requests  for  help  it  is  providing  a useful  service.  Two  community 
buildings  were  opened  in  Cwmbran,  one  near  the  Council  Offices  by 
the  Cwmbran  Urban  District  Council  and  another  at  Maendy  in 
Pontnewydd.  The  latter  received  support  from  the  Development 
Corporation  and  was  eventually  completed  by  the  Urban  District 
Council,  the  development  being  stimulated  in  the  early  stages  by  a 
voluntary  group  of  local  residents — The  West  Pontnewydd  Com- 
munity Association. 

A development  by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council’s 
Health  Committee  which  has  been  welcomed  in  the  district  was  the 
opening  of  a clinic  at  Brynhyfryd,  Croesyceiliog  for  cervical  cytology. 
Initially  it  was  thought  that  such  a clinic  would  be  attended  by  few 
women.  However,  shortly  after  it  was  opened,  it  was  realised  that 
this  service  had  been  long  awaited  by  the  population  and  within  a 
few  months  there  was  a considerable  waiting  list.  It  is  hoped  that 
in  a few  years  a similar  clinic  will  be  made  available  within  the 
Cwmbran  Urban  District  itself. 

The  town  centre  development  has  been  progressing  rapidly. 
The  large,  free  car  parks,  which  now  include  a multi-storey  car  park, 
have  encouraged  people  throughout  south  Monmouthshire  to  make 
use  of  the  new  shops  and  multiple  stores.  It  is  probably  the  first  new 
town  centre  which  will  eventually  have  a one-way  street  system. 
Little  progress  has  been  made  with  a swimming  bath,  central  hall 
or  hotel  even  though  facilities  appear  to  be  needed  to  give  the  town 
central  meeting  points. 

Cwmbran  has  developed  old  people’s  dwellings  with  warden 
service.  Already  there  are  two  groups  and  another  at  Cwmnant  is 
being  planned.  Facilities  of  this  nature,  when  they  are  centrally 
heated,  will  reduce  the  possibility  of  hypothermia  among  elderly, 
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frail  people  but  after  admitting  an  elderly  couple  to  hospital,  one  of 
whom  was  suffering  from  malnutrition,  I am  convinced  that  to 
assist  the  frail  elderly  to  remain  within  the  community  the  provision 
of  meals  in  some  bungalow  groups  will  be  of  value.  The  patient,  a 
married  man,  was  admitted  to  hospital  from  his  own  bungalow.  He 
had  been  resistant  to  moving  to  Part  III  accommodation  but  I do 
not  think  he  would  have  shown  any  resistance  to  moving  to  a 
grouped  bungalow  scheme  with  a meals  service.  Such  a provision 
would  be  similar  to  the  Abbeyfield  development  which  is  on  a 
voluntary  basis. 


STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population,  mid- 1964 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  year) 
according  to  rate  books  31/3/65 

Total  rateable  value  1/10/64 
Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


5,850 

24,740 

7,401 

£779,370 

£3,050 


The  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  the  population 
of  Cwmbran  for  1964  was  24,740  an  increment  of  450  when  com- 
pared with  the  mid-year  estimate  for  1963.  There  were  505  live 
births  and  196  deaths,  so  that  the  natural  increase  of  the  population 
was  309. 


The  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factors  used  for  the 
calculation  of  local  adjusted  rates  are  0.87  for  births  and  1.61  for 
deaths. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

. . 253 

235 

488 

Illegitimate  . . 

10 

7 

17 

Total 

. . 263 

242 

505 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  resident  population  . . 20.41 

Local  adjusted  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  resident 
population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17.76 

Live  birth  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000  resident 
population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18.76 
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Adjusted  live  birth  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000 
resident  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  19.14 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 
population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  . . 3.37% 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  for 

Monmouthshire  . . . . . . . . . . 4.60% 

There  were  81  fewer  live  births  in  1964  than  in  1963.  The  crude 
live  birth  rate  for  the  district  was  more  than  that  for  Monmouthshire 
and  for  England  and  Wales.  The  adjusted  rate  was  less.  Although 
the  illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  increased  for 
Monmouthshire,  those  for  Cwmbran  were  less  than  for  1963  by 
0.21%.  This  percentage  is  less  than  that  for  Monmouthshire  by 
1.23%. 


Stillbirths 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  . . . . . . . . 2 8 10 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . 1 — 1 


3 8 11 


Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  resident  population  . . . . 0.44 

Stillbirth  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000  population  0.41 

Total  live  and  stillbirths. . ..  ..  ..  ..  516 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  . . 21.32 

Stillbirth  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1 ,000  total  live 

and  stillbirths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  21.24 

Stillbirth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total 
live  and  stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . 16.4 


Eleven  stillbirths  were  registered  for  the  second  year  in  suc- 
cession. Eight  stillbirths  were  of  females  and  three  of  males.  Of  the 
1 1 stillbirths,  nine  were  delivered  in  hospital  and  two  at  home.  The 
stillbirth  rate  has  increased  by  3.09  to  21.32  stillbirths  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths  when  compared  with  1963.  For  Monmouth- 
shire the  rate  decreased  by  2.18  to  21.24  stillbirths  per  1,000  total 
live  and  stillbirths  and  for  England  and  Wales  by  0.8  to  16.4  still- 
births per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths. 

The  improvement  in  the  stillbirth  rate  for  Cwmbran  in  1963 
has  not  been  maintained  so  that  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
which  has  consistently  decreased  since  1955,  was  less  than  that  for 
the  District  by  4.92. 
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Stillbirths  by  Cause 


Cause 

Number 

Antepartum  haemorrhage 

1 

Placenta  Previa 

1 

Placental  insufficiency 

1 

Intra  uterine  death 

1 

Multiple  foetal  abnormalities 

2(twins) 

Anencephaly 

1 

Hydrops  foetalis 

1 

Cord  round  neck. . 

1 

Prematurity,  twinbirth  and  hydramnios 

2 
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This  year,  the  second  year  of  stillbirth  registration  by  cause,  no 
stillbirths  were  associated  with  toxaemia  and  in  only  two,  a twin 
birth,  was  prematurity  mentioned.  Three  deaths  were  due  to  foetal 
abnormalities  and  one  to  rhesus  incompatibility. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  Infants  (under  1 year  of  age) 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 6 15 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . — 1 1 


9 7 16 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  ..  ..  31.68 

Infant  mortality  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000 
live  births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.58 

Infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 
live  births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.74 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  for  Monmouthshire  per 

1,000  legitimate  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  29.06 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live. . 

births  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58.82 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  for  Monmouthshire  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  19.93 
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Neonatal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age) 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ..  ..  ..  ..  7 4 11 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . — 1 1 


Total 7 5 12 


Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 23.76 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000 
live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18.34 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13.8 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age) 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  . . . . . . . . 7 4 11 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . — 1 1 


Total 7 5 12 


Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . 23.76 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per 

1 ,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16.35 

There  were  sixteen  infant  deaths,  nine  of  males  and  six  of 
females,  one  of  the  female  deaths  being  of  an  illegitimate  infant. 
Twelve  deaths  were  of  infants  aged  less  than  one  week,  none  were 
of  infants  between  one  week  and  under  four  weeks  and  over.  Three 
infant  deaths  took  place  at  home  and  thirteen  in  hospital.  Of  the 
deaths  at  home,  one  was  early  neonatal  and  due  to  brain  damage 
while  the  remaining  two  were  due  to  bronchopneumonia  and 
suffocation  respectively.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  by  age 
and  cause  is  given  overleaf 
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INFANT  DEATHS  BY  AGE  AND  CAUSE 


Number 

of  deaths  by  age 

Under  1 

1 week 
to  under 

4 weeks 
to  under 

week  of 

4 weeks 

1 year 

Cause  of  Death 

age 

of  age 

of  age 

Cerebral  anoxia 

1 

— 

— 

,,  Haemorrhage 

2 

— 

— 

„ damage 

1 

— 

Tentorial  tear 

1 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations . . 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchopneumonia.. 

1 

— 

2 

Prematurity  . . 

5 

— 

— 

Suffocation  . . 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

12 



4 

For  1964  the  infant  mortality  rate  improved  considerably  and 
was  more  in  keeping  with  the  rate  expected  in  a community  with  a 
satisfactory  environment  and  one  in  which  infant  care  and  general 
hygiene  are  of  a high  standard.  This  year  the  number  of  infant 
deaths  between  one  week  and  under  one  year  of  age  is  one  less  than 
in  1963,  with  two  deaths  from  bronchopneumonia,  one  from 
congenital  malformations  and  one  from  suffocation.  These  are  the 
deaths  which  are  mainly  dependent  upon  the  environment.  The 
remaining  twelve  infant  deaths  to  which  the  increase  in  infant 
mortality  rate  from  18.77  for  1963  to  31.68  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
live  births  for  1964  may  be  attributed  took  place  in  the  first  week  of 
life.  The  factors  responsible  must  be  sought  in  the  antenatal  period 
and  during  birth  itself. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  again  de- 
creased. The  rate  has  been  reduced  yearly  since  1950  and  is  now 
20.00  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births,  a reduction  of  1.1  when 
compared  with  1963.  The  rate  for  Monmouthshire  increased  by 
3.01  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  neonatal,  early  neonatal  and  perinatal  mortality  rates  are 
as  disappointing  as  was  the  infant  mortality  rate.  The  neonatal 
mortality  rate  is  more  than  the  Monmouthshire  rate  by  5.42  and 
that  for  England  and  Wales  by  9.96  deaths  per  1,000  live  births.  The 
early  neonatal  rate  is  7.41  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  more  than  the 
Monmouthshire  rate. 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  44.57 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  for  Monmouthshire  . . . . 37.25 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 28.20 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  1959  - 1964 

Deaths  of  Perinatal  Perinatal 

infants  Local  mortality  mortality 

under  1 perinatal  rate  for  rate  for 


Year 

Still- 

btirth 

week  of 
age 

Total 

Live 

Births 

mortality  Monmouth  England 
rate  -shire  Wales 

1959 

17 

5 

22 

474 

44.81 

46.0 

34.2 

1960 

16 

9 

25 

476 

50.81 

42.0 

32.9 

1961 

15 

12 

27 

530 

49.55 

39.9 

32.2 

1962 

12 

9 

21 

456 

44.87 

38.85 

30.8 

1963 

11 

6 

17 

586 

28.47 

35.82 

29.3 

1964 

11 

12 

22 

505 

44.57 

37.25 

28.2 

From  the  comments  already  made  about  infant  mortality  it 
will  be  appreciated  that  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  for  the  year 
must  have  shown  a considerable  increase.  The  local  perinatal 
mortality  rate  had  been  reduced  yearly  from  1960  to  1963  so  that 
last  year  it  was  pointed  out  that,  although  the  rate  may  now  be 
considered  as  satisfactory,  this  remarkable  decrease  of  16.4  per 
1,000  live  and  stillbirths  between  1962  and  1963  was  difficult  to 
explain.  All  expectant  mothers  were  advised  to  visit  their  doctors 
as  soon  as  they  suspected  a pregnancy.  Unfortunately,  the  more 
favourable  perinatal  mortality  rate  has  not  been  maintained. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  . . Nil 
Maternal  mortality  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.59 

Maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.25 

As  in  the  last  12  years,  again  this  year  no  maternal  deaths  were 
attributed  for  Cwmbran  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

DEATHS 

Male  Female  Total 

110  86  196 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population 
Local  adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population  . . 

Crude  death  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000  population 
Adjusted  death  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000  popu- 
lation. . 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population  . . 


7.92 

12.75 

11.16 

12.95 

11.3 
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DEATH  BY  CAUSE  AND  SEX  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 
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The  downward  trend  in  the  crude  death  rate  for  the  years  1960 
to  1963  was  not  maintained  during  1964  when  the  crude  death  rate 
increased  by  0.18  deaths  per  1,000  population  when  compared  with 
1963.  The  crude  death  rate  was  less  than  that  for  Monmouthshire 
by  3.24  and  for  England  and  Wales  by  3.38  deaths  per  1,000  popu- 
lation. The  adjusted  local  death  rate  exceeded  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  by  1.45  deaths  per  1,000  population  but  was  less  than 
the  adjusted  death  rate  for  Monmouthshire  by  0.2  deaths  per  1,000 
population. 

For  the  first  time  within  the  last  decade  deaths  due  to  diseases 
of  the  heart,  blood  vessels  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  formed  less  than  one  half  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 
However,  they  continued  to  form  the  larger  group  of  deaths, 
accounting  for  96  deaths,  just  less  than  one  half  of  the  total  deaths. 
Sixty-six  deaths,  68.75%  of  the  deaths,  were  of  persons  aged  65 
years  and  over.  Thirty-four  deaths,  26%  of  males  and  8 of  females, 
were  attributed  to  coronary  disease,  17  of  the  deaths  being  of 
persons  aged  between  35  and  64  years.  In  the  case  of  vascular  lesions 
of  the  nervous  system  16  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  aged  more 
than  65  years,  with  only  8 deaths  of  persons  aged  less  than  this. 

Deaths  due  to  cancer  formed  the  next  largest  group  with  35 
deaths  as  in  1963.  Twenty  of  these  deaths  were  of  males  and  15  of 
females.  More  than  48  per  cent  of  cancer  deaths  were  of  persons 
aged  less  than  64  years  as  opposed  to  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  system  where  31.25  per  cent  were  within  this  age  group. 
Eight  deaths  of  males  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  an  increase  of 
three  when  compared  with  last  year.  One  half  of  these  were  of  men 
aged  less  than  64  years.  In  the  case  of  deaths  due  to  bronchitis  the 
number  of  deaths  was  again  equal  to  those  in  1963  and  again  seven 
deaths  were  of  males  and  two  of  females.  Six  of  the  bronchitis 
deaths,  approximately  66  per  cent,  were  of  persons  aged  more  than 
65  years,  as  opposed  to  the  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  where 
the  majority  were  in  a younger  age  group. 

Deaths  due  to  accidents  are  worthy  of  comment.  Both  deaths 
due  to  motor  vehicles  were  of  pedestrians  and  in  one  case  due  to  a 
car  moving  off  the  road.  In  the  case  of  the  other  accidents,  two 
deaths  followed  fracture  of  the  femur,  two  were  due  to  drowning 
and  one  to  suffocation.  No  accidental  deaths  were  of  persons  aged 
between  25  and  64  years.  Only  the  old  or  young  were  involved  and 
accidents  in  the  home  probably  exceeded  those  on  the  road. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

Notifiable  diseases  are  reported  in  tabular  form  as  in  previous 
years. 

Measles  remained  true  to  form,  there  being  81  cases,  a marked 
reduction  when  compared  with  the  708  of  1963. 

No  cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  were  notified,  although  in 
August  reports  were  being  received  that  cases  of  gastro-enteritis 
had  occurred.  The  one  notified  case  of  food  poisoning  was  due  to 
Salmonella  typhimurium  which  was  diagnosed  after  the  patient 
had  been  admitted  to  hospital  for  a gynaecological  operation. 
Investigation  of  other  members  of  the  family  revealed  a symptom- 
less carrier. 

Three  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified.  National  statistics  in- 
dicate that  the  incidence  of  this  infection  may  be  expected  to  in- 
crease. With  the  use  of  penicillin  in  the  treatment  of  this  condition 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  increase  in  nephritis  and  rheumatic  heart 
disease  will  take  place. 

Thirteen  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  reported.  The  one  case 
of  meningococcal  infection  was  diagnosed  clinically. 

The  one  death  due  to  syphylis  was  that  of  a man  aged  more  than 
65  years.  Last  year  the  Council  arranged  for  a notice  dealing  with 
venereal  diseases  to  be  displayed  in  the  public  toilets  after  con- 
sidering reports  of  its  increasing  incidence  in  the  country.  These 
notices  were  removed  within  a few  months  by  vandals. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 
DURING  1964 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Smallpox 

. . — 

Erysipelas 

. . — 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Diphtheria 

— 

Measles 

82 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

. . — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

Pneumonia 

. . 

Bacillary  dysentery 

— 

Food  poisoning 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 
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NOTIFIED  DISEASES  BY  AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Under  1 

1 

YEARS 

ON 

1 1 1 1 
m ■>4-  in 

| 10—14 
| 15—24 

p 

is 

o 

q 

q 

1 » 

<N  < 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

— 

— — — 3 

— — 



Whooping  cough 

2 

4 2 12 

— — 

— 1 

Measles 

4 

12 

11  13  7 33 

1 — 

— 1 

Pneumonia 

Bacillary  dysentejy  . . 

Food  poisoning 

1 — 

Paratyphoid  fever 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  REPORTED  BY  SCHOOLS 

Seventy-eight  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  by  head 
teachers  and  of  these  the  majority  were  due  to  mumps  which  was 
prevalent  in  January  and  February.  Since  this  disease  is  not  notified 
by  general  practitioners  its  incidence  may  only  be  estimated  from 
the  reports  of  head  teachers. 
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St.  Dial’s  Infant  School 

— 

— 







Pontnewydd  Infant  School 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Maendy  Infant  School 

1 

36 

1 

— 

— 

Upper  Cwmbran  Junior  & Infant. . 
Roman  Catholic  Junior  and 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oakfield  Infant  & Junior  Schools. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Brookfield  Infant  School  . . 

— 

10 

— 

2 

— 

Brookfield  Junior  School  . . 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

Henllys  Junior  Mixed  & Infant  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Nursery  School 

1 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

63 

3 

3 

3 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  infant 
welfare  clinics  and  by  general  practitioners. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  immunisation  courses  and 
booster  injections  will  be  seen  in  the  following  table. 


Immunisation  Courses  and  Boosters  by  Age 


rp  * i rv  . *,  ■ o t., „ Tetanus  Immunisa- 

Triple  Diphtheria  & Tetanus  tion  with 

Immunisation  Immunisation 


Age 

Course 

Booster  Course 

Booster 

i-upninena  jaoosier 
Course  Booster 

Less  than 
1 year 

..  161 

1 — 

..  174 

94 

9 

2 

— 

— 

2 — 

..  23 

131 

1 

6 

— 

— 

3 — 

5 

23 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 — 

. . 

9 

4 

12 

— 

— 

5 — 9 

2 

9 

5 

78 

52 

— 

10—  14 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

Total 

..  365 

266 

19 

102 

55 

— 

Parents  are  encouraged  to  ensure  that  their  children  receive 
three  triple  antigen  injections  at  monthly  intervals  for  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  before  the  age  of  six  months.  A 
booster  triple  injection  should  follow  between  the  ages  of  15  and 
18  months.  Before  children  enter  school  a further  booster  injection 
for  diphtheria  and  tetanus  is  advised.  Although  the  number  of 
children  receiving  booster  injections  shows  a considerable  improve- 
ment over  the  year  1963,  probably  less  than  half  of  the  children  at 
risk  have  attended  for  treatment.  In  the  table,  the  tetanus  im- 
munisation and  diphtheria  booster  column  was  provided  to  show 
how  many  older  children  or  adults  were  receiving  anti-tetanus 
courses  which  was  not  provided  for  them  in  infancy.  Fifty-five  children 
between  5 and  14  years  of  age  received  anti-tetanus  and  these  were 
combined  with  a booster  diphtheria  injection. 

Polio  vaccination  was  made  available  to  children  and  adults 
under  40  years  of  age  throughout  the  year.  For  children  the  course 
of  three  oral  doses  at  monthly  intervals  generally  follows  the  triple 
immunisation  course. 


Smallpox  Vaccination 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  in  1963  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: — 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION,  1964 


Age 

By  Age  Groups 

No.  Vaccinated 

No.  Re-vaccinated 

0 — 3 months 

4 

— 

3-6  „ 

1 

— 

6-9  „ 

— 

— 

9-12  „ 

1 

— 

1 year 

128 

— 

2 — 4 years 

7 

3 

5-14  „ 

— 

6 

15  years  or  over 

— 

1 

Total: 

141 

10 

From  the  table  you  will  note  that  the  majority  of  vaccinations 
were  carried  out  after  one  year  of  age.  Those  vaccinations  below 
one  year  of  age  were  of  children  travelling  to  countries  in  which 
smallpox  is  endemic.  The  statistics  show  a considerable  improve- 
ment when  compared  with  those  for  1963. 

TUBERCULOSIS  (New  cases  and  Mortality)  during  1964 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M F M F 


1 

1 — 


Age  Groups 
Under  5 years 
5 — 14  years 
15  — 24  years 
25  — 44  years 
45  — 64  years 
65  years  and  over 


11—1 


Two  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  one  case  of  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified.  The  usual  detailed  environ- 
mental enquiry  was  made  on  receipt  of  each  notification  and  a copy 
sent  to  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  County  Medical  Officer.  These 
reports  contained  details  of  family  contacts  which  may  assist  the 
Chest  Physician  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  chest 
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x-ray  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination  where  necessary.  The  reports  sent  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  are  referred  to  the  local  Health  Visitor 
for  periodic  follow-up  of  the  cases.  There  were  no  inward  transfers 
from  other  areas  and  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  registered. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  149  cases  on  the  tuberculosis 
register: — 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


Males  . . 

69 

2 

Females 

72 

6 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

All  public  mains  water  is  supplied  and  distributed  by  the 
Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board.  The  main  source 
of  supply  is  from  the  Talybont  reservoir  and  is  pumped  up  from  a 
pumping  station  in  Grange  Road  to  a storage  tank  at  Upper 
Cwmbran.  The  Blaen  Bran  reservoir,  which  is  situated  in  the 
Council’s  district,  is  still  being  used  for  a smaller  proportion  of  the 
town’s  water.  Twenty-seven  samples  of  the  water  from  the  public 
mains  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  service  for  bacteriological  examination.  All 
these  samples  were  bacteriologically  satisfactory.  The  Newport  and 
South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board  continued  to  take  samples  of 
their  supply  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  at  regular 
intervals  and  copies  of  these  analyses  are  forwarded  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  information.  All  the  samples  taken  were 
bacteriologically  and  chemically  satisfactory. 

There  are  still  some  dwellings,  mainly  farmhouses,  in  the  area 
which  are  not  provided  with  a piped  water  supply  from  the  public 
main,  mainly  because  of  their  isolated  situation  and  their  distance 
from  the  public  main.  Thirty  samples  were  taken  from  these  dwellings 
not  connected  to  the  public  main  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  it  was  found  that  twenty-one  were  bacteriologically 
unsatisfactory.  The  occupiers  of  dwellings  where  samples  of  water 
proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  are  informed  of  the  result  of  the  examina- 
tion and  advised  to  boil  drinking  water. 

During  the  year  1964  supplies  of  water  in  the  district  were 
adequate  and  there  was  no  shortage  either  from  the  public  mains 
or  from  local  supplies  to  individual  isolated  dwellings. 

No  further  consideration  was  given  during  the  year  to  the 
question  of  fluoridation  of  the  public  water  supply. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  district  is  served  by  the  Eastern  Valley  Joint  Sewerage 
Board  and  sewerage  is  taken  directly  from  the  new  town  by  trunk 
sewer  to  the  Ponthir  Treatment  Works  prior  to  discharge  into  the 
Afon  Llwyd  at  Caerleon. 

The  Council  has,  during  the  year,  given  consideration  on  several 
occasions  to  the  extension  of  the  public  sewer  to  serve  dwellings  and 
communities  at  Upper  Cwmbran,  the  drainage  from  which,  both 
crude  and  partially  treated,  now  discharges  into  the  Blaen  Bran 
brook.  An  application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  a loan  sanction  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
the  sewer.  The  Ministry  considered  that  the  Council  should  have 
regard  to  the  age  and  probable  future  life  of  dwellings  at  Upper 
Cwmbran  before  embarking  on  a costly  sewer  extension  scheme. 
The  Council  did  consider  an  alternative  scheme  of  septic  tanks  to 
serve  the  dwellings  and  the  approximate  cost  of  this  scheme  was 
prepared.  No  decision  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  on  the  pro- 
vision of  sewers,  septic  tanks  or  other  methods  of  purification  of 
discharges  from  the  properties. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  Council  collects  house  and  trade  refuse  by  direct  labour 
using  modern  covered  vehicles  for  the  purpose.  The  kerbside  col- 
lection is  used.  During  the  year  the  paper  sack  system  of  collection 
has  been  extended  to  include  all  the  new  dwellings  built  in  the  South 
Western  area  of  the  new  town.  By  the  end  of  the  year  refuse  from 
800  houses  was  collected  in  this  way.  The  tipping  of  refuse  continues 
at  Ty  Coch  clay  pits  where  a mechanical  crawler  tractor  is  used  for 
the  spreading  and  compaction  of  refuse.  The  Council  is  fortunate 
in  that  large  quantities  of  slag,  ashes  and  clay  from  Panteg  Steel- 
works and  from  building  excavations  in  the  district  are  available  for 
partial  covering  of  the  refuse.  From  time  to  time  a nuisance  to  the 
few  inhabitants  living  near  the  tip  at  Ty  Coch  is  caused  by  unauthor- 
ised persons  igniting  the  uncovered  refuse.  Every  effort  is  made  to 
ensure  that  fires  are  put  out  as  soon  as  possible  and  that  a nuisance 
from  insects,  pests,  etc.,  is  kept  to  a minimum.  Infestations  of 
rodents  in  any  numbers  have  never  been  reported,  due  mainly  to  the 
regular  inspection  and  treatment  made  by  the  rodent  officer. 

DRAINAGE  OF  PREMISES  AT  UPPER  CWMBRAN 

On  several  occasions  during  the  year  the  Council  considered 
the  question  of  drainage  of  premises  at  Upper  Cwmbran  not  con- 
nected to  the  public  main  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  providing 
main  drainage  from  premises  at  The  Square  and  Brickyard  Cottages, 
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of  approximately  £4,000,  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Welsh 
Office,  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  for  loan 
sanction.  The  application  for  loan  sanction  was  rejected  by  the  Welsh 
Office  and  the  Council  then  considered  a scheme  of  drainage  by 
means  of  septic  tanks.  This  scheme  was,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  still 
under  consideration  by  the  Council. 

The  Council  rescinded  a declaration  to  make  The  Square  a 
Clearance  Area  and  resolved  that  the  condition  of  individual 
houses  be  considered  and  that  Closing  Orders  be  made  in  the 
appropriate  cases. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employs  a full  time  rodent  officer  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  prevention  of  pests.  Dwelling  houses,  business 
premises  and  factories,  the  refuse  tip  and  the  river,  brooks  and  canal 
banks  are  periodically  inspected  and  treated.  No  major  infestations 
of  dwelling  houses  were  reported  or  treated  during  the  year.  One 
major  infestation  occurred  in  a vacant  grocers  shop  some  weeks 
after  the  grocery  business  had  closed  down.  This  infestation  was 
due  to  the  large  amount  of  waste  food  left  in  the  shop  after  vacation. 

The  disused  Brecon  and  Newport  canal  traverses  the  whole 
length  of  the  area  from  north  to  south  and  during  the  year  the 
Council  took  over  the  responsibility  of  this  canal  from  the  Inland 
Waterways.  Unfortunately,  parts  of  the  canal  and  locks  near  dwel- 
lings are  often  used  for  the  dumping  of  refuse,  scrap  iron,  bedding 
and  other  household  articles,  providing  food  and  shelter  for  rodents. 
The  unhygienic  and  unsightly  accumulations  are  removed  periodic- 
ally by  the  Council,  at  a considerable  cost,  and  it  is  hoped  that  at 
some  time  in  the  future  the  Council  will  be  in  a position  to  carry 
out  improvements  in  this  waterway  either  by  culverting  parts  of  the 
canal  or  converting  suitable  lengths  into  comparatively  clean  water 
lakes  which  would  serve  as  an  amenity  for  the  area.  1,339  premises 
were  inspected  for  rodents  and  166  infested  premises  were  success- 
fully treated. 


DISINFESTATION  OF  DWELLINGS 

The  Council  continues  to  inspect  and  fumigate  all  vacant 
Council  houses  with  insecticide  prior  to  re-occupation  by  new 
tenants.  Sixty-nine  Council  owned  dwellings  were  treated  before 
being  re-let.  Four  Council  owned  dwellings  and  six  privately  owned 
dwellings  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  and  the  dwellings 
and  the  adjoining  dwellings  were  fumigated  with  insecticide. 
Various  other  dwellings  were  treated  for  infestation  by  ants,  fleas, 
beetles  and  cluster  flies,  on  request. 
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PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

ACT,  1955 

No.  of  premises  registered  to  manufacture  ice  cream  3 

No.  of  premises  registered  to  sell  ice  cream. . . . 46 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and 
preparation  of  potted,  pickled,  pressed  or  pre- 
served foods.  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

None  of  the  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  was  used  during  the  year  for  that  purpose.  All  ice  cream 
consumed  in  the  area  is  either  of  the  heat  treated  kind  made  by 
nationally  known  ice  cream  companies  outside  the  area  or  by  the 
“ cold  mix  soft  ice  cream  ” made  by  the  addition  of  water  only  to  a 
prepared  ice  cream  powder. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1960 

Active  steps  to  improve  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  food 
premises  were  maintained  during  the  year  and  all  food  premises, 
including  retail  shops,  school  canteens,  cafes,  restaurants,  factory 
canteens,  licensed  premises,  were  visited  at  least  once  during  the 
year  and  those  premises  where  it  was  thought  that  greater  super- 
vision was  necessary  were  re-visited  on  several  occasions.  As  a result 
of  these  inspections  it  was  found  necessary  to  draw  attention  to 
contraventions  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  58  premises  re- 


lating to  the  undermentioned  matters. 

Lack  of  cleanliness  and  need  of  redecoration  . . 16 

Structural  Repairs  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Insufficient  lighting  or  ventilation  and  excessive 
condensation  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Insanitary  water  closet  accommodation  . . . . 4 

Lack  of  proper  water  supply . . . . . . . . 2 

Lack  of  hot  water  supply  . . . . . . . . 4 

Lack  of  proper  sinks  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Accumulation  of  trade  refuse  . . . . . . 2 

Lack  of  nail  brushes  and  towels  . . . . . . 4 

Absence  of  notices  in  toilets  . . . . . . . . 3 

Lack  of  clothing  accommodation  . . . . . . 5 

Lack  of  suitable  receptacles  for  food  scraps  . . 1 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected  and 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  unsound  foods  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  their  disposal  at  the  Council’s  refuse 
tip  was  supervised. 


Pkts./Tins 

Lbs. 

Oz. 

Tinned  and  Frozen  Meat 

. . 497 

887 

Home  Killed  Meats  . . 

5 

522 

Tinned  and  Frozen  Fish 

29 

28 

H 

Tinned  Fruit  . . 

114 

162 

2h 

Tinned  and  Frozen  Vegetables 

..  254 

224 

6 

Tinned  Milk 

21 

5 

1 

Milk  Products  . . 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Foodstuffs 

9 

262 

1 

2 

1,012 

2,092 

14 

Following  instructions  of  the  Ministry  regarding  the  with- 
drawal of  certain  suspected  6 lb.  tins  of  corned  beef,  every  food 
shop  and  canteen  was  contacted  and  their  stock  of  corned  beef 
checked.  No  supplies  from  the  specified  suspected  establishments, 
with  the  prescribed  markings,  were  found  in  the  area. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  administers  the  provisions 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  the  area  and  complaints  made  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  relating  to  the  sale  of  food  not  of  the 
nature,  substance  and  quality  as  that  demanded  by  the  purchaser 
are  immediately  referred  to  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council.  I wish  to  record  my  thanks 
to  the  officers  of  the  County  Council  for  the  close  co-operation  and 
assistance  they  have  given  my  department  in  every  way  when  such 
complaints  are  made.  10  complaints  regarding  food  purchased  in  the 
area  were  passed  to  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  and  in 
every  case  active  steps,  including  prosecution  whenever  the  circum- 
stances warranted  such  action,  were  taken. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING,  SHOP  ACT  1963 

Two  applications  were  made  to  the  Council  for  registration 
under  the  above  Act.  In  each  case  the  premises  were  inspected  and 
on  report  to  the  Council  licences  were  granted. 
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INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS 


During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  and  the  School  Governors  to 
the  unsatisfactory  sanitary  condition  prevailing  at  the  Roman 
Catholic  Infants  School  and  Junior  School  at  Cwmbran. 

Routine  inspection  of  all  school  catering  establishments  was 
carried  out  during  the  year  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
School  kitchens  and  dining  rooms  generally  were  found  to  be  of  a 
high  standard  of  cleanliness. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

An  application  was  made  under  the  above  Act  for  a licence 
authorising  the  keeping  of  a pet  shop.  The  licence  was  granted  by 
the  Council  and  frequent  inspections  are  made  to  ensure  that  the 
conditions  of  the  licence  are  complied  with. 

REGISTRATION  OF  HAIRDRESSERS 

All  hairdressers  and  barbers  are  registered  by  the  Council  under 
the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  Act  1956  and  all  barbers  and 
hairdressing  establishments  were  visited  at  least  once  during  the 
year.  Generally  these  establishments  are  kept  in  a clean  and  satis- 
factory condition  of  cleanliness,  adequately  provided  with  a supply 
of  hot  and  cold  water.  Few  of  the  establishments  have  adequate 
means  of  sterilisation  of  instruments,  combs,  brushes,  etc.,  and  the 
Council  has  no  bye-laws  to  enforce  the  provision  of  means  of 
sterilisation. 

OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  some  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  became  operative.  One  hundred  and  eighty-five  premises  in  the 
Urban  District  Council  area  were  registered  before  the  end  of  the 
year  and  ninety-four  of  these  premises  were  inspected. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

Several  complaints  about  the  noise  from  mobile  vehicles  were 
made.  On  two  occasions  the  Council  prosecuted  traders  contraven- 
ing the  permitted  hours  whereby  bells  and  horns  may  be  sounded 
on  the  highway. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 


(i)  Domestic  Smoke  Pollution 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  establish  Smoke  Control  Areas 
even  though  the  rapid  growth  of  housing  development  in  the  new 
neighbourhoods  of  Coedeva,  Fairwater  and  Greenmeadow  would 
make  the  establishment  of  Smoke  Control  Areas  comparatively 
easy  and  cheap,  in  that  no  grate  adaptations  would  be  required. 
A large  proportion  of  the  dwellings  now  being  constructed  in  the 
area  are  centrally  heated,  using  gas  or  electricity  for  heating  purposes. 

As  an  alternative  to  Smoke  Control  Areas,  the  Council  has  been 
in  negotiation  with  the  National  Coal  Board  and  a scheme  has  been 
agreed  between  the  Board  and  the  Council  whereby  all  coal  mer- 
chants operating  from  coal  depots  in  the  Urban  District  Council 
area  be  supplied  only  with  coal  of  Grades  1,  2 or  3,  these  grades 
containing  less  than  20%  volatile  matter.  Coal  produced  from  small 
mines  in  Monmouthshire  containing  more  than  20%  volatile  and 
sold  in  Cwmbran  would  not  be  subject  to  the  scheme.  The  pro- 
portion of  coal  from  such  sources  used  in  Cwmbran  is  small. 


(ii)  Industrial  Smoke  Pollution 

There  was  little  change  in  the  industrial  pattern  of  air  pollution. 
Of  the  six  works  with  stacks  from  steam  raising  boilers  it  was 
necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  management  of  one  of  the 
works  to  contraventions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  Regulations.  Investiga- 
tion showed  that  a more  volatile  type  of  coal  was  being  used  as  a 
substitute  for  the  normal  low  volatile  steam  coal  and  with  the 
resumption  of  normal  supplies  the  contravention  of  the  regulations 
ceased.  There  were  no  complaints  from  the  oil  fired  boilers. 

No  improvement  was  made  to  reduce  the  grit  and  dust  emission 
from  the  eleven  cold  blast  cupolas  used  for  the  making  of  grey  and 
malleable  cast  iron. 

One  of  the  four  industrial  works  registered  under  the  Alkali 
Works  Regulation  Act  was  closed  during  the  year.  The  works 
produced  glazed  drainage  pipes  and  the  beehive  kilns  of  the  works 
were  frequently  a source  of  black  smoke.  It  was  necessary  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  District  Alkali  inspector  to  the  emission  of 
acid  soots  from  the  stack  of  an  oil  fired  brickworks  producing 
refractory  bricks.  Complaints  were  received  from  residents  in  the 
Two  Locks  Road  area  of  the  damage  done  to  fabrics,  particularly 
nylon,  as  a result  of  air  pollution. 
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(iii)  Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  (Appendix  iii) 

Results  from  the  two  deposit  gauges,  primarily  indicating  the 
deposit  of  grit  and  dust  from  the  atmosphere  at  Two  Locks  Road 
and  the  Town  Centre,  shows  that  pollution  in  the  Two  Locks  Road 
area  was  again  higher  than  that  in  the  Town  Centre  of  Cwmbran. 
In  both  areas  the  total  yearly  deposit  has  decreased  slightly  com- 
pared with  1963,  being  approximately  4%  less  in  the  Two  Locks 
Road  area  and  1.5%  less  at  the  Town  Centre. 

At  the  Town  Centre  the  deposit  during  the  summer  months 
was  about  8%  less  than  during  the  winter  months,  whilst  at  Two 
Locks  Road  the  deposit  during  the  summer  months  was  22%  less 
than  that  during  the  winter  months. 

The  lead  peroxide  candle  maintained  at  Llantarnam  School 
grounds  for  the  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere 
shows  a decrease  of  approximately  19%  in  the  yearly  absorption 
of  sulphur  dioxide  during  1964  compared  with  1963. 

The  daily  volumetric  measurement  of  smoke  pollution  at  the 
Council  Offices,  Cwmbran,  shows  that  the  concentration  of  smoke 
in  the  atmosphere  at  this  point  varied  from  an  average  of  21  micro- 
grammes per  cubic  meter  during  the  month  of  September  1964  to 
165.7  during  December  1964.  The  average  concentration  during  the 
six  winter  months  was  nearly  four  times  higher  than  that  during  the 
six  summer  months  and  the  pattern  of  pollution  is  similar  to  that 
of  1961,  1962  and  1963. 

Weekly  samples  of  the  smoke  collected  by  the  volumetric 
apparatus  at  the  Council  Offices  were  submitted  to  Dr.  G.  V.  James, 
Public  Analyst,  Newport,  for  examination  in  conjunction  with  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council  scheme  of  measurement  of  radio- 
activity. The  result  of  examination  of  these  samples  varied  from 
0.1  to  2.4  beta  counts  per  minute  per  60  cubic  feet  of  air  passing 
through  the  machine  per  day.  These  levels  of  radio-activity  are 
considered  by  the  Public  Analyst  and  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  be  satisfactory. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION 
(a)  Local  Authority 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  owned  by  the  Local 
Authority  at  31st  December,  1964: — 

Temporary  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  100 

Permanent  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,046 

Number  of  Local  Authority  dwellings  in  course  of 
erection  at  31st  December,  1964  ..  ..  ..  107 


24 


Number  of  dwellings  for  which  sanction  had  been  given 
but  had  not  been  commenced  at  31st  December,  1964 


Nil 


(b)  Cwmbran  Development  Corporation 


Under  construction  31/12/64: — 


Houses: 


1 

2 

3 

4 


bedroom 


55 


Flats : 


1 

2 

3 


bedroom 


55 


Total 


6 

32 

601 

148 


787 


108 

82 


190 


Total  number  of  dwellings  completed  by  the  Develop- 


ment Corporation  up  to  31st  December,  1964: — 

Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,367 

Flats 357 

2,724 

Shops..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  44 

(c)  New  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  1964: — 

By  Local  Authority . . . . . . . . . . 52 

By  private  development  . . . . . . . . 32 

By  Development  Corporation 

Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 232 

Flats 12 

Total  . . 328 

Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 
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HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 


ELSEWHERE 

(a)  Houses  Demolished 

In  Clearance  Areas: — 

1.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  ..  44 

2.  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement, 

etc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

3.  Houses  on  land  acquired  by  Section  43(2) 

Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas: — 

4.  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

under  Sections  16  or  17  Housing  Act,  1957  . . Nil 

5.  Local  Authority  owned  houses,  certified  unfit  by 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . . . . . Nil 

(b)  Unfit  Houses  Closed.  Housing  Act,  1957 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  16, 

17(1)  and  35(1)  3 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  17(3) 
and  26  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  in  respect  of  part 
of  a building  under  Section  18  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied 

1.  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  . . 1 

2.  After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  38 

3.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . Nil 

4.  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . Nil 

(d)  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use . . Nil 

(e)  Number  of  Notices  served  on  owners  to  convert  to  water 

closets  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  1 8 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Number  of  Discretionary  Grants  made  during  the  year  23 

Number  of  Standard  Grants  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  Improvement  Loans  . . . . . . 12 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 


Number  of  applications  received  for  certificates  of 


disrepair  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  Certificates  granted. . ..  ..  ..  1 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  undertakings  repair  accepted  by  Council  Nil 

Number  of  applications  for  revocation  of  Certificates  Nil 
Number  of  Certificates  revoked  . . . . . . Nil 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  SECTION  47 

Removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  1964. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HYWEL  G.  JENKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices,  Cwmbran. 
Telephone:  Cwmbran  3325-7. 
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APPENDIX  I 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS 

The  following  vital  statistics  relating  to  mothers  and  infants 
should  be  provided  in  Reports  to  local  health  authorities  and 
authorities  exercising  delegated  health  and  welfare  functions: — 

Live  Births 

Number  . . . . . . . . . . . . 505 

Rate  per  1,000  population  . . ..  ..  ..  20.41 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births). . 3.37% 

Stillbirths 

Number  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. . . . 21.32 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ..  ..  ..  516 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  . . . . 16 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . . 31.68 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.74 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 58.82 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  . . ..  ..  ..  23.76 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one 

week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ..  ..  ..  23.76 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births)  44.57 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . . . . Nil 
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APPENDIX  m 


MEASUREMENT  OF  DEPOSITED  MATTER 


Expressed  as  tons  per  sq.  mile  per 

Rain- 

water 

Ins. 

month. 

Un- 
dissolved Dissolved 
Solids  Solids 

Total 

Solids 

Town  Centre  Gauge 

January 

• • 

0.83 

8.07 

4.64 

12.71 

February 

2.01 

4.77 

9.07 

13.84 

March 

5.12 

5.90 

3.20 

9.10 

April 

2.96 

8.70 

7.44 

16.14 

May 

3.27 

11.17 

9.20 

20.37 

June 

2.05 

7.94 

5.34 

13.28 

July 

2.48 

12.84 

6.00 

18.84 

August 

0.83 

7.94 

1.23 

9.17 

September  . . 

0.95 

11.08 

3.37 

14.45 

October 

2.40 

12.64 

4.28 

16.92 

November  . . 

3.51 

12.10 

5.51 

17.61 

December 

8.35 

13.12 

16.66 

29.78 

Two  Locks  Road 

January 

0.79 

8.87 

2.68 

11.55 

February 

2.21 

9.59 

16.10 

25.69 

March 

5.08 

15.35 

7.89 

23.24 

April 

2.56 

10.86 

9.00 

19.86 

May 

2.64 

11.62 

7.26 

18.88 

June 

1.98 

7.98 

3.93 

11.91 

July 

0.99 

2.49 

3.73 

6.22 

August 

1.97 

24.25 

6.61 

30.86 

September  . . 

1.14 

8.11 

3.11 

11.22 

October 

3.15 

14.95 

6.87 

21.82 

November  . . 

3-31 

8-47 

7.20 

15-56 

December 

8.08 

17.73 

17.83 

35.56 
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Appendix  iii  continued 

MEASUREMENT  OF  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

Lead  Peroxide  candle  at  Llantarnam  School 

Expressed  as  milligrammes  of  SO2  per  day  by  100  sq.cms  of  Batch 
“A”  PbO2. 


January  . . . . . . . . 0.83 

February  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.27 

March  . . . . . . . . 0.88 

April  . . . . . . . . . . 0.53 

May  . . . . . . . . . . 0.21 

June  . . . . . . . . . . 0.35 

July — 

August  . . . . . . . . 0.46 

September  . . . . . . . . 0.44 

October  . . . . . . . . 0.55 

November  . . . . . . . . 0.84 

December  . . . . . . . . 0.91 


MEASUREMENT  OF  DAILY  SMOKE  CONCENTRATION 
Volumetric  apparatus  at  Council  Offices,  Victoria  Street,  Cwmbran 


Expressed  as  microgrammes  per  cubic 

metre. 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

Value 

Value 

Value 

January  . . 

..  434 

7 

132.2 

February 

..  276 

23 

128.2 

March  . . 

. . 201 

28 

72.3 

April 

..  229 

7 

41.7 

May 

64 

5 

23.6 

June 

58 

10 

30.5 

July 

41 

10 

26.6 

August  . . 

68 

17 

34.0 

September 

21 

— 

21.0 

October. . 

..  202 

11 

106.0 

November 

..  200 

8 

95.2 

December 

..  664 

12 

165.7 
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TJARTERLY  COMPARISON  OF  DEPOSITED 
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Total  Yearly  Deposit. . ..  ..  ..  202.21  232.48  875.90  7.18 


